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action that would prove decisive for the maintenance of Portuguese naval superiority in 
the Arabian Sea during the second half of the 1540s. 
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            Jerusalem accumulated the status of religious reference for Christianity with that of a 
political center of the same bloc, originally during the Byzantine era and then during the 
first half of the Crusade cycle. The complete history of the latter coincided roughly with 
the development of the processes of political affirmation and independence of the 
kingdom of Portugal from Castile (1096-1143), as well as of the expansion of its territory 
through the Christian reconquest carried out against the Muslims of the Iberian Peninsula, 
concluded in 1249. Thus, Portuguese royalty and nobility were left out of the 
organization and the realization of offensives perpetrated in the so-called Holy Land by 
other Western powers. 
If the Crusades constituted the first great movement of expansion launched from inside to 
outside the European continent, the second was promoted precisely from Portugal, from 
the beginnings of the fifteenth century, towards the northwestern and sub-Saharan parts 
of Africa, implying pioneering explorations of the Atlantic Ocean. Throughout that 
century and the first decades of the following, despite being engaged in the dynamization 
of overseas expansion, which also reached Asia and South America, the Portuguese 
royalty and several members of the nobility also focused their attention on Jerusalem. 
What I want to discuss in my paper are both the particular meanings of the Holy City for 
such historical actors and the motivations of this interest vis-à-vis the Euro-
Mediterranean geo-strategic framework. 
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           This paper opens by considering a peculiar phenomenon in scientific history – namely, the 
invention of the anatomical flap-book in the 16th century, in which a reader can lift a 
torso flap on a picture of a seated figure to reveal the organs beneath. Thus, the reader 
replicates the experience of the anatomist, successively uncovering the body’s secrets. 
Usually these texts were uncomplicated, with one figure and one flap; but we will 
consider here a bizarre multi-flap, moving-part anatomy first published in Europe at the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, Johann Remmelin’s Catoptrum microcosmicum. 
This anatomy was republished in England, and by the end of the seventeenth century, it 
contained not outdated copies of images from a prior century, but pirated illustrations 
from a famous contemporary neuroscientific text, Thomas Willis’s 1664 Cerebri anatome. 
